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The work of Dr. Cooper Curtice (1856&#150;1939) played a major role in saving America's livestock

industry in the years around the turn of the century. But as the new biography Beyond the Germ

Theory shows, Curtice's career exemplifies not only the development of veterinary medicine in the

U.S. but also how government agencies and professional jealousies affect the advancement of

science."Curtis did not receive the timely credit and recognition that was due him," author Jeanne N.

Logue observes. His greatest achievement was helping to eradicate ticks and the Texas fever they

caused in cattle. But as he conducted his research, proposed the vector theory of disease

transmission, and fought for a tick eradication program, his scientific peers often scorned his new

ideas, only to appropriate them later. Curtice graduated from Cornell in 1881, and after a short stint

in medical school at the University of Michigan he transferred to the Columbia Veterinary College in

New York City. In 1886 he was invited to join the new Bureau of Animal Industry in Washington,

D.C. While there, bureaucratic squabbling, questionable ethics in the organization, and professional

backbiting buffeted his research. After a few years he left, vowing to continue his mission to

eradicate ticks and stop the spread of tuberculosis by milk from diseased cattle. In his home state of

New York, Curtice was the first to start testing cattle for tuberculosis, and his research contributed to

the control of parasites in sheep. For his efforts, though, he sometimes received less than thanks.

One cattleman wrote him a letter saying, "You are a big ass and don't know nothing about cattle . . .

feed the cattle sulpher [sic] and you will have them well in a week." Other times, Curtice faced

armed men or other threats to his safety. On the professional side of the insults, when his former

supervisor Theobald Smith published an acclaimed paper on Texas fever, he did so without even

mentioning Curtice's name. Eventually, Curtice returned to government service and continued his

work in Central America. Not until 1933 did he receive national recognition for his work, in the form

of a medallion from the American Veterinary Medical Association. Five years after his death in 1939,

the cattle fever tick that had occupied much of Curtice's attention was declared eradicated in the

U.S. except for a narrow quarantine zone along the Texas-Mexico border.
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Jeanne N. Logue, D.V.M., was born in Brooklyn, New York. She earned her doctorate from Cornell

University in 1944 and for a time served on the staff at the ASPCA Hospital in New York City. She

was in private practice for twenty-five years before her retirement, during which she has written an

autobiography The Wonder of It All (Harper, 1979) and an article "From Brooklyn to Barnyards," for

the Journal of the American Veterinary Association. She currently resides in Poughkeepsie, New

York.

Dr. Curtice was my great grandfather. I've had my own copy since this book was first published. I

wanted to make sure my children had their own copies.
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